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New Meridian library on schedule 
City Council approves plans, 
construction to begin in May 
By Loren Roberts 
The Valley News 

MERIDIAN - Shhhhhh. 
Something special is hap­
pening in Meridian. 

After breezing through the 
~ity's planning and zoning 
commission, officials from 
the Meridian ~blic Library 
received the nod from the 
City Council Tuesday to 
proceed with construction 
of the city's new 30,000-
square-foot public library. 

In a 4-0 vote, the council 
OK'd the library, slated for 
1323 W. Cherry Lane. 

Library Executive Dire·c­
tor Patty Younger said ar­
chitects will work on build­
ing specifics, and construc­
tion bids will be out by 
early March. 

"Everything went just 
smoothly - just perfect. 
That's because we had ev­
erything planned out," 

Younger said Tuesday. 
Meridian voters approved 

the $3.4-million bond to 
build · the new l1brary last 
November. More than 77 
percent of voters were in 
favor of the · upgrade from 
the present 4,500-square­

. foot library on East Idaho 

....... caurwyotlhe Meridian LlbnrJ' 

An artist's rendering of the 30,000-square-foot library slated for West Cherry Lane in 
Meridian. Construction of the building is set to begin in early May . 

Avenue. 
"I think we're going to 

come in within budget," 
Younger said. "It's going to 
be noticeable to the ·public 
that we don't have enough 
furniture to furnish the 

-
about 4,500 square fe~t and 
seat about 300 people - is 
in dire need of chairs and 
-tables. Library officials are 
soliciting assistance from 
the. public to donate suit­
able tables and chairs for 

meeting room." the room. 
Younger said the meeting In addition, Younger 

room - which will be would like to see a fountain 

By Loren Roberts 
The Valley New, 

MERIDIAN-Transpor­
. tation could be getting 
easier in Meridian and west-

. em Ada County in the years 
ahead. 
· Several · major road 
projects - totalling . about . 
$100 million - are. planned 
for Meridian and the city's 
impact area during the next 
20 years. The projects are 
outlined in the Ada Plan­
ning Association's Destina­
tion 2015 plan. The plan -
which has been in the 
worlcs for 2 1/1 years - is 
up for approval Monday by 
AP A's board. 

or stitue grace the 'area in ers money for _decorative 
front of the building. She 
said these items weren't 
budgeted into the bond be­
cause they are luxuries, not 
necessities. 

"We only put in things we 
felt were utilitarian," 
Younger said. "We didn't 
feel we should use taxpay-

• Franklin Road from 
Linder Road to Meridian 
Road: $2.5 million.--

• Locust Grove Road from 
Ustick Road to Fairview 
Avenue: $1.2 million. 

items." 
Tom-Ensley, of Architects 

Inc. in Boise, is designing 
the building. Ensley design­
ed Caldwell's new public li­
brary. 

Library officials are 
shooting for a spring 1997 
opening in Meridian. 

projects within the next 20 
years, and· $57.7 million 
tabbed . for capitol projects 
for right-'of-way preserva­
tion within the next 20 
years. 

Olen said Meridian's 
growth during the past 10 
years makes transportation 
planning vital in the city of 
about 22,000 people. 

• Ten Mile Road from 
Cherry Lane to Ustick 
Road: $200,000. 

"I think Meridian's growth 
rate has been explosive, to 
put it mildly, and we're try­

Also planned for Merid- . ing to keep on pace with 
ian are $27 .9 million in See DESTINATION on Pagel 
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