
Way over the top! 

Ambul nee fund is $2 65, 
com1mittee of four named 
Exceeding even the most optimistic hopes, the Community 

Ambulance Fund reached a total of $2,365.90 as of Wednesday 
noon, February 22. 

With the original basic-goal set at $1,500, the ~und went 
more than 50 per cent over the. top-in just 17 busmess days 

after the campaign started. 
The original fund-raising com­

mitttee--lPolice Chief Gene Hiner, 
Ray Rack, Ralph Hunter - again 
expressed e.n.thusiastic pnaise for 
the cmtstanding community re­
sponse. They said that no other 
local fund-raising drive on record 
ever reached, and exceeded, the 
original goal so quickly. 

"We think this comes close to 
seitting an all-time record-and all 
of i<t came from voluntary dona­
tions by the men, women, and 
business places c.f the entire -Me­
ridian fire district. It cer.tainly 
speaks well for ou1· 1.:onnnunity's 
fine spil'ii." 

It was emphasized that dona­
tions are still welcomed-since 
money will be needed for op­
eration and maintenance of the 
community ambulance system. 
Donations may be left at Rice 
Pharmacy or the Meridian 
News-Times, or mailed to: Com­
munity Ambulance Fund, P. 0. 
Box 365, Meridian, Idaho. Names 
of all new donors will be pub­
lished in future issues of the 
Meridian News-Times. 
Four community men were nam­

ed ,this week as an operating group 
!for ,the ambulance and fire-call 
project. They were Chief ?ene 
Hiner, representing the drivers 
and helpers ... Don Roberts, rep­
resenting the iMeridian Rural ,Fire 
District ... Wayne Skiver, repre­
senting the Meridian city fire de­
pf.U:tment ... and Ray Pack, rep­
resenting the original fund-raising 
group and .the de.nors. 

The group said that John Fitz­
gerald, Meridian city attorney, 
will determine ,the proper legal 
requirements to be followed in 
the operation of the ambulance 
and fire-call system. 

Chief Hiner· reported that the 
ne\v community ,ambulance service 
had already answered nine calls ___ -; 
i :r. . 

He said that the calls were for 
hear 1t-attacks or strokes, with the 
,patieruts taken to area hospitals. 
•Of the nine calls, four payments 
of the $25 ambulance fee have al­
ready been received. 

Additional donors 
The group announced the names 

of firms and individuals who have 
donated te. the fuind, bu,t who have 
no,t been listed on any ,of the pre­
vious reports of donors. Many of 
the names refer to both husband 
and wife. 

Joining the major-donor group 
were G & B Ready Mix, and Paul's 
Cone.co service statLon. 

Other additions to the donors' 
list include Ten Mile Grange, 
Claude W i 1 mot, Earl 'Marks, 
George Boyack, Ray Anderson, 
Hope Jones, Ben Jones, Howard 
White, Doran Peterson, Ray Kell­
ar Earl Mackay, Rillous Yaites, 
A;vad Roberts, Rollie Stickley, 
Ken Records, 0. M. Raines, Ray 
0. Pack, Charles Abbie-~~-
Ammon; 

Bob Voss, Roy Wood, Bill Gray, 
Leona and Gladys Bales, Morgan 
Plant Hawley's Day-Nite Launder­
cente~, E. Latimer, John Hileman, 
Ted Hepper, Clyde Ryker, Sani­
tary Service, Florence Dunlap, J. 
E. Wills, J1ohn Fritchie, Charles 
!Dusek, Ray Ulmer, Clay,ton Down­
end, Joe Wr'ight. 

(If anyone, who has given to 
the Ambulance Fund in any 
way, has not been listed among 
the donors, that person is sin­
cerely asked to telephone the 
Meridian News-Times, 888-4423, 
and give his or her name. You 
needn't list the amount, just 
your name-so that it will ap­
pear on further lists to be pub­
lished in the Meridian News­
Times.) 

Financial report ~~ ; / 9 ~,
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Area ambulance fund:. 
still grows, now $2673:90 
The Community Ambulance Fund continued its record­

breaking growth the pa\lt week - reaching a new total of 
$2,673,90 as of Wednesday noon, March 1. 

In addition to new group and individual contributions, 
Davis Foods joined the list of major contributors to the fund. 

Other donors not reported pre­
viously include Acme Rebekah 
Lodge, Upper Fairview Gtange, 
Farmers Home Club, Ralph Carl­
son, B. E .. Roush, Elmer Lorah, 
Alvin Aitken, Fred Kunter,tLeota 
Grege.ry, Maurice Payton, Clark 
Ellenso'hn. (In most cases, the 
name represents both husband and 
wife.) 

Donations are still welcomed 
-and are vitally needed for the 
operation and maintenance of 
the crr\munity ambulance sys-
1.cm. They may be left at Rice 
Pharyy or the Meridian News­
Timc.s, • or may be mailed to: 
Co~unity Ambulance Fund, 
Box 365, Meridian, Idaho. 
Names of all new donors will be 
published in future issues of 
the ·!Meridian News-Times. 

Expenditures - Robison Chapel 
of the Chimes for fully equipped 
ambulance, $1,000. Linen and 
miscellaneous sup,plies {e.r ambu­
lance, $17.82. Earl's Auto Parts, 
for 4,000 feet of wire for' tele­
phone lines to three polic•ffi­
cers' homes, $140 (below •·~ual 
wholesale cost); Pay-N•Pac_k • £:or 
500 feet of wire, $90.50. Robert 
Moore for 55 electrical knobs for 
poles, $5.50. Labor costs· for instal­
ling telephones, at $3.00 per t.our 
-Charles Stuart, 14 hours, $42,00; 
Robert Moore, 12 hours, $36.00; 
.Jack Harbison, 8 hours, $24.00; 
Kenneth Crawford, 7 hours, 
$21.00. Total labc.r costs, $123.00. 
Total labor and materials costs for 
telephone installation, $359 00; 
plus $18.75 to Mt. States Tele­

Also, ·trnyone who has given to 
the ambulance fund, and who has Total all expenditures to date-
not been listed as a donor,' is sin- Sl,395.57. 

phone. 

cerely invited to call tht- Meridian Balance on hand ior mainten-
News-Times, 888-4423, SIO that his ance and operation $1,278.33. 
or her name may be added to the 
honor' roll. That includes done.rs 
of any amount, large or small. 

Financial report 
The current financial status of 

,the Community Ambulance Fund, 
as of Wednesday noon, March 1, 
is as follows. 

Total received - $2,673.90. 

The balance on hand includes 
$125.00 received to date for am­
bulance calls. A tc.tal of 11 calls 
have been made since the com­
munity-service started, at the 
established fee of $25. Five of 
the fees have been paid. The po-

(Continued on Page 4) 
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lice volunteers-on telephone call 
24 hours a day, seven days a week 
-are to receive one-half of the 
ambulance fee. On that basis, the 
police officers now have a total of 
$137.50 due them for the 11 calls. 

Local fees lower 
Regarding the local communi,ty 

ambulance fee of $25 for a tri'p out 
of the Meridian Fire District, 
sp:okesmen cited the following 
comparative figures: 

The 'Boise am'bulance service 
charges $35 for a call within the 
city e:f Boise. For calls outside 
the city limi'ts, a charge of $1 per 
mile is made one way .. (For ex­
ample, a Meridian call costs $45). 
M the patient requires the use of 
oxygen, an additional $2.50 charge 
is made. If the resuscitator is used 
there is an additional $10 charge'. 

That compares to the $25 fee 
char.ged by t'he Community Am-
11mlance-with that fee covt)ring 
all mileage oharges, as well as 'any 
use of oxygen or the resuscitator. 

"The lower fees, c,f course," said 
the spokesman, "are made possible 
only by the generous community­
•support give-n the ambulance pro­
ject, and the 24-hour-a-day volun­
teer service by the Meridian ,police 
rofficers." 

. Wreck at Meridian curve 
WEDNESDAY MORNING col .. · 
between car. driven by Edna l~ro~ a~ north curve in Meridian 
and truck dnven by John A Ar •. !-ll~ett, 51, of Rt. 1, Eagle 
damage to car - sliown ~bo/eq1~1, ;,7, of Bois(', caused heavy 
!'1ew_ell. Meridian• Police Chief Je with. State Patrolman Manny 
mg mto Meridian from Boise dne Hmlc'1· said truck was com. 

Ch1>rry Lane. Citation . ' an car came onto highwa fr 
failu1·. lo stop .it stop w;~:-,;:suerf f o ilfrs. Rm·n<>tt on <'h:i{g(' ~71 

/\-1,,-. ~A_., J~ f -\'' ; 
ft.<. ,,, • <-- Y/ tr r·b, 7 

frJ.. ti r~ /2 i. I ,Y 6 7 
. Group reports 
more donations 

ifor ambulance 
Additional donations received 

the past week for the community 
ambulance fund brought the total 
clc.se to the $2,700 mark. The 
money was added to the mainten­
ance-and-operation fund, and addi­
tional donations will be welcomed. 

Donors not listed on previous 
rl!lJorts include Mr. and lVIrs. C. 
<R. Bodfae, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Goodwin, Mrs. Lec.na Kennedy, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Zabel. 

, Group elects 
:Tfie C om m u n i t y Ambulance 

Gro'tip, in charge of the ,project 
operation, have elected officers. 
'Ray, Pack was named president, 
with Don Roberts as secretary­
treasuter. 

Other members of the group in­
clude Police Chief Gene Hiner 
and Wayne Skiver; and Walter 
Teeter and Vilbert Sundell of the 
!Meridian Rural Fire District. 

Th~, group repc.rted that the 
ambuJ.ance has made a total of 13 
runs since it went into actio_n ear­
ly in Febr'uary, and that payment 
has been .received for seven of 
the calls. 



o ice repor 
Other action at Monday night's 

council meeting included a repc.rt 
on the status of Meridian auxiliary 
,police. Chief Gene Hiner said that 
the men will now be on a reserve 
basis-permitting them to be em­
ployed for special police assign­
ments, and also giving the police 
officials increased control over 
th~J~~vteb, / f b? 

'!Cf J1?h I 3°' 1'117 
Ambulance ,und 
• • increases again 

Donations the past week to the 
Community Ambulance Fund in­
cluded those from the Pleasant 
Hc.ur Club and L. C. Castile. 

All donations received go into 
the maintenance• and - operation 
fond. They may be mailed to: 
Community Ambulance Fund, Box 
365, Meridian, Idaho; or left at 
the Rice Pharmacy or Meridian 
News-Times. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner report­
ed Wednesday that the ambulance 
has madP a total of 18 runs, since 
the com11nmity service began 54 
rlay0 ago. 

olie l(ills I 
ewcomer 

nMeridian 
Motel Room Burns; 
Cigarette Gets Blame 
For Starting Flames 

MERIDIAN - A 37-year-old 
Meridian man, overcome by 
smoke, died in his flame-filled 
motel room Saturday morning 
in an 11-unit frame building off 
Highway 30 near Meridian 
Street. 

Ada County Coroner Ed Paris, 
who was at the scene, identified 
the victim as Paul E. Johnson, 
formerly of Payette, who had 
been working at a Meridian 
creamery. 

The man died of asphyxiation, 
Paris said, and no autopsy or 
inquest was planned. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said 
the blaze started in the victim's 
room which he occupied alone 
and where most of the damage 
was located. Both Hiner and 
Paris believed the man had 
been smoking in bed. 

Three units from the Meridian 
Rural Fire Department and a 
truck from the Cole Fire De- . 
partment responded to the 
alarm at the Charlila Motel, 40 
West Cottonwood Road, shortly 
before 7 a.m. About 15 firemen 
fought the blaze. 

Mrs. Eva Kirk, owner of the 
motel who also lives there, said 
she was awakened by firemen 
pounding at her door and she 
did not know who turned in the 
alarm. Eight of the 11 units 
were rented to tennents and all 
were evacuated by the firemen. 1 

A MERIDIAN MAN died Saturday morning in this charred room of the Charlila Motel in 
Meridian. Coroner Ed Paris said Paul E. Johnson, 37, formerly of Payette, died of as­
phyxiation in the fire that started shortly before 7 a.m. The blaze was confined mainly to 

Services are pending at Robi- • 
son Chapel of the Chimes, Me-ridian. l:::0..---------...._-----~-------------~-----=---

the victim's room. 



;vtcr11 c11 3°; 1r~? 
Man dies in fire 
at local motel 

Paul E. Johnsc.n, 37, died early 
Satur'day morning from asphyxia­
tion, when flames destroyed his 
room at the Charlila Motel on 
Highway 30, jnst west of the Mer­
idian city limits. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said 
everything in the man's bedroom 
was totally destroyed and the oth­
er room r.f the unit was heavily 
damaged. It wa~ believed that 
Johnson had been smoking, and 
may have fallen asleep with a cig­
arette in his hand. 

Th!:' alann wa,; turned ln at 7:05 
a.111., and all J.Jllils fl'oru the Merid­
ian Rural Fire Department plus 
one truck from Cole responded. 
Mrs. Eva Kirk, motel manager, 
said she did not know who had 
turned in the alarm, and that she 
was not aware of the fire until 
awakened by firemen. 

The fire victim was a former 
resident of Payette, and had been 
1working at the Meridiim plant of 
t'he Ada County Dairymen's Asso­
ciation. 

Funeral held 
Funeral services were held Wed­

nesday at Ontario, Oregon. Mr. 
Johnson was born November 10, 
1929, in Meadow Grove, Nebraska, 
and had lived in the valley since 
1956. He worked as an electrician, 
and served in the U. S. Army dur­
ing World War II. 

Survivors include his mother, 
Mrs. Dora Johnson e.f Parma; two 
sons, Gary and Randy, a daughter, 
Paula, all at Payttte; two brothers, 
Eardley Johnb al Westc'hester, 
Pennsylvania, and Wayne Johnson 
of Summer's Point, New Jersey; 
and two sisters, Mrs. A. L. Turner 
of Nampa and Mrs. Harold Daniels 
of Bethany, Oklahoma. 

48th year 11 q 11G/i 3 C,> Fl (p :Z -

Lloyd E. Hutcheson Post 
marks Legion anniversary 
Lloyd E. Hutcheson Post No. 113 celebrated the 48th an­

niversary of the American Legion with a dinner March 21. 
Mrs. Jim Taylor, Auxiliary president, presented Command­

er Irwin Ewing with a birthday cake and a check from the 
Auxiliary. 

One of the highlights o'f the 
evening was the presentation c.f 
a plaque to Police Chief Gene 
Hiner as an outstanding officer. 
It was presented ,by Commander 
Ewing. 

George FI a m m congratulated 
and thanked the Auxilary for out­
standing service to the Boise Vet­
erans hospital. He is head of the 
volunteer workers at the hospital. 

. :\!rs. Gorton Beer's of Boise and 
1.\1rs. Roy Luke of Meridian are 
members of the 1,000-hour club. 
They have from 1,000 to 10,000 
hours of volunteer service at the 
hospital. 

Department adjutant Lou Babb 
gave a speech on what the Amer­
ican Legion Preamble stands for 
and what the Legion is doing t~ 
uphc.ld the preamble. He also pre­
sented the post with outstanding 
membership awards. 

Adjut1mt Ralph Hawkins pre­
sented membership s o l i c i tor 
awards to membership chairman 
Parley Stanger, and committee 
members Irwin Ewing, Lynn John-

son, ,George Judd, R. W. Kirkpat­
rick, J. D. Petty, Frank Ward, 
Clyde Waitley, Herley Wilson. 

Continuous membership awards 
included 35 years •to William E. 
Curtis, and 40 years to Orville 
Jackson. 

A boe.k was presented to the 
post, " T h e American Legion 
Story," by Raymond Moley, Jr. 

George Judd fried oysters for 
the 75 members of the American 
Legion third district. Those pres­
ent wer'e from Meridian, Melba, 
Boise, Nampa, Grand View. 

District !Commander Jim Evans 
of Bc.ise purchased the oysters for 
the March 25 feed. 

The Meridian post, with 175 
had the highest membership in th~ 
district. 

State and district American Le­
gion officials visiting at Meridian 
.:vi on d a y included Department 
1Commander of Idaho Chet Floyd 
and Third District Commande; 
Jim Evans. They were accompan­
ied by George Oddersc.n of Hag­
erman, a Legionnaire since 1919. 

Legion honors police chief 
MERIDIAN POLICE CHIEF 1GENE HINER right was honored with 
placque ~or outst~nding police service, duri~g 48th anniversary event 
o~ Ame1;1can ,Legion post at Meridian. Making presentation to hon­
o! eel off1c~r were, left, ,Post !Commander :Irwin Ewing· and •center 
oty rounc1lman and police commissioner Wayne rSkive;·. (Creason) 

'Thieves iiioi 
/Door of Sale 
At Meridian 

!\1ERIDIAN - Burglars dyna­
Jted the safe in the Bazaar 

of Meridian at 136 East Id 
Avenue sometime Saturday ni t 
oz: early Sunday and made O f 
with between $700 and $BOO i 
cash, a~cording to Police Chie -
Gene Hmer. 

The loss was diseovered 
'around 9:30 a.m. Sunday by t 
store m_ana~ Don Rober 
Hmer sa1 - 1 

Investigation revealed tha 
whoever took the money entered 
the store by cutting a hole i 
the floor of a vacant room i 
the ~econd story of the buildin 
housing the Bazaar, Hiner said . 

• t Entry _to the second story of 
I, ~he buildmg was gained by fore­
' i~g ope~ a door leading to out-

side stairs, the chief added. 

f 

Dynamite was used by the in­
truder or intruders to blow the 
safe door almost completely off 
the safe, Hiner said. 

Investigation of the burglary 
was continuing Sunday night he 
noted. ' 



nnt"• J,,-z/j !Court change stu 1e 
f'r ) f f'5,lice Chief Gene Hiner asked 

about the possibility of changing 
part c.f the procedure of the· city 
police court, under· provisions of 
the new municipal-reoodification 
lbill passed by the recent legisla­
ture. He sugges,ted that it may be 
possible for certain misdemeanor 
o.ffenses to be handled by Poli-ce 
Judge Herald J. Cox - thus avoid­
ing the expense and time required 
'when such cases are taken Lo a 
.iuslice court in Boise. 

'l'he council rcfcrrcd the matter 
fc. the city aUorney for study and 
r'ecommendation. 

,It was announced lhal all city 
o.fificials have been invited to be 
the guests of the Boise Little 
Theatre next Tuesday night, to 
view the play "A •Majority Olf 
One." 

It was also announced that 
Mayor Don Storey would be 
among municipal heads appearing 
at the Boys' State, as a panelist 
c.n city government. 

Police commendation 
The Cham·ber of Commerce this 

week went on record in apprecia­
tic.n of the "superior' service and 
protection'' given the city by the 
!Meridian police department. 

C of C members unanimously 
appr,oved sending a letter o.f com­
mendation to the department, 
which includes Police Chief Gene 
Hiner and officers Charles Stuart 
and Richard Brumble. 

l 
ll 

City officials 
• renew campaign 

for traffic light 
le~J?a~ om&lls 1a?'tf /city 

~uncil meeting )londay night 
said that new efforts will be 
made immediately to obtain a 
traffic light on East First (High­
w·ay 30) at Idaho Street. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner re­
ported that the traffic problem 
was increasing, and that cross 
traffic was being delayed for 
unreasonably long periods be­
cause of steady traffic on East 
First. 

He said that, -at the minimum, 
the traffic light should be in­
stalled at least until the inter­
state is opened from Meridian 
east to Boise. 

City ceuncil members con­
firmed the increasing problem, 
and said that it existed through­
out most of the day, not only 
during the extreme rush hours. 

IUayor Don Storey said that 
he would discuss the matter with 
officers and members of th~ Me­
ridian Chamber of Commerce, 
and that a meeting with district 
highway officials would be 
sought in the immediate future. 

It was agreed that, if the 
meeting on the district level 
produced no results, the matter 
would be taken to the state 
highway board. 

Chamber helps 
Chamber of Commerce mem­

bers voted Wednesday noon to 
take an active part in the new 
campaign to obtain a traffic 
hght for fen 1an. 

The C of C members also 
unanimously approved the ac­
tion of city officials in prepar­
ing an ordinance to prohibit 
drinking beer or other alcoholic 
liquors at any public gatherinb 
in the city. .., 

N\eridi n police 
nab two xouths 

T~i~o~ths 'il';.fim~/ G. Ireland, 
18, of Star; and a 15-year-old boy 
from Boise-were arrested shortly 
aftermidnighi Monday night near 
the }'leridian Speedway. 

}1:eridian police went to the 
scene a[ter the alarm had sounded 
from the concession stand al the 
Speedway. The youths were found 
in a car parked nearby. 

The Boise juvenile was remand­
ed to the pre.ball' court; and Ire­
land was fined $25 and sentenced 
to 10 days in jail on a charge of 

Horton Studio Mmdi.n, 1.w.. 



Council meeting fl; 1 r cl 

City slates ordinance 
on drinking in public 

!Meridian city officials Monday 
night instructed cHy attc.r·ncy John 
1Filzgcrald to prepare an ordinance 
making it illegal to consume beer 
or other alcoholic beverages at 
any puiblic gathering within lhe 
city. 

Under the plan, the ordinance 
would go into effect upon its pub­
lication in the Meridian News­
'Times next Thursday, June 15. It 
iwould then apply to the races at 
the Meridian Speedway that week 
end. 

It was reported that the new 
c.r'dinance was made necessary by 
recent actions of a minority 
among the spectators at the races. 
if'oli'ce Chief Gene Hiner said that, 
pending passage of the new ordi­
nance, law officers would control 
such actions this week end under 
provisions of the Idaho Cc.de. 

The officials said that offend­
ers were always subject to arrest 
under existing local and state laws, 
but that the new and specific ordi­
nance would clarify the situation 
for everyone concerned. 

The new ordinance would not 
apply tc. taverns licensed for the 
consumption of beer on the prem­
ises. 

Delegation heard 
Pr11!sent at Monday night's coun­

cil meeting was a delegation of 
10 properly owners from the area 
just outside the city limits in the 
vicinity of the Meridian Bowling 
'Lanes. They appeared in connec­
tion with the pre.posed improve­
ment of city-water delivery to 
their properties. 

City officials said that the pres­
ent water-line serving the area 
was in bad shape, and would re­
quire complete replacement with­
in the near future. Members of the 
delegation said that the present 
water supply was not adequate for 
normal family needs. 

The group is studying a propos-

al for the installation c.r a larger­
size line, including approximately 
1,310 feet of ~ix-inch pipe and 
1,290 feet of four-inch line. Cost 
of such line, including installation, 
was estimated at between $1.71 
and $1.75 per running foot. 

The property-owners involved 
would share the cost o[ the prc.j­
ect, on a pro-rata basis according 
to the front-footage of their prop­
er'ty. (In an earlier news story, 
the News-Times reported that, 
with 16 families involved, the cost 

1would average $200 per family. 
While mathematically cc. r rec t, 
such an average has no practical 
meaning-since the cost will vary 
for each property, according to 
the front footage. Thus, at $1.75 
per foot, the cost for property 
with 100 fr'ont feet would be $175, 
the cost for property with 300 
front feet would be $525, etc.) 

·City officials had earlier an­
nounced that not more than one 
dwelling unit-house or trailer­
house-could be connected to any 
one water meter. However, they 
said Monday night that actic.n on 
that matter would be held in a,bey­
ance for a reasonable time, lo per­
mit installation of the new line. 

Civil defense school 
!Mayor Stor·ey announced that a 

civil defense school would be held 
at the city building five nights­
this Wednesday and Thursday, 
June 7-8; and next Tuesday, Wed­
nesday, and Thursday, June 13-14-
15; from 7 Lill 10 p.m. '.VIinimum 
required attendance by city rep­
resentatives will be 10 persons. 
They will include city clerk Her­
ald J. Cc.x, fire chief Roger Welk­
er, poli-cc chief Gene Hiner, work 
superintendent Neal Hudson, oth­
er city employees, some member's 
of the volunteer fire department, 
and perhaps some auxiliary po­
licemen. 

The course will be conducted by 

L. L. Peck, assistant engineer for 
the City of Boise. Listed among 
the needs for such training was 
the increasing amc.unt of nuclear 
material and high explosives being 
transported on the highways. It 
was pointed out that Meridian's 
location on Highway 30, and close 
to Interstate 80-N, made this one 
of the main local routes, and add­
ed to the importance of having 
persc.nnel trained to cope with 
any disaster. 

Project approved 
:vrayor Storey reported that $18,-

300 in federal funds have been 
approved for the project of low­
ering the water' level in certain 
parts of the town, particularly dur­
ing irrigation seasc.n, including the 
installation of a well. 

'Meridian will be. the first com­
munity in the northwest to under­
take such a test-project. If it 
proves successful, similar projects 
are anticipated for other areas. 
Total cost of the project was esti­
mated at above $20,000. The en­
gineering firm of Hc.!Jman and 
Fisk at Boise is preparing the 
plans. 

Heavy work load 
Work superintendent Neal Hud­

son asked consideration of adding 
a part-time employee lo care for 
mowing and sprinkling the city 
park areas during the summer. He 
said that would free one of the 
fll'll-time employees for the heavy 
work-load. 

Officials indicated approval of 
hiring a man for approximately 15 
hours a week. They said the hours 
would be before and after regu­
lar work hours, so the part-lime 
employee would be able to he.Id 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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City Council actions reported 
( Continued from Page 1) 

another· iob in addition to the park 
assignment. 

1Mayor Storey was approved as 
'Meridian's representative on a co­
ordinating group, to confer with 
Ada County cc-.mmissioners and 
other oHicials for a general study 
of taxes. 

The council also approved at­
tendance of city employee Bruce 
Stuart at a two-day meeting on 
municipal sewer matters, to be 
held at Twin Falls. Mr. Stuart has 
completed a course on the subject. 

Scouts thanked 
The city c.fficials expressed ap­

precialion to the Boy Scouts of 
Troop 1, Meridian, for their "Op­
eration Meridian Polish"-cluring 
which the Scouts cleaned the 
streets and vacant lots of trash 
and debris. 

City clerk Herald Cox was in­
structed to draw up an official 
letter of apprecia tic.n to be sent 
to the Boy Scouts, in recognition 
of their outstanding community 
project. 

Street repairs 
Councilman and street-commis­

John Navarro submitted a 

list of needed street improve­
ments. Mayc.r Storey pointed out 
that the city's financial position 
would not permit any major work 
this year, since the city would not 
receive an increase in its tax rev­
enue until next January. 

He added that the establish­
ment of Local Improvement Dis­
tricts for street work may be­
come necessary. He said he knew 
of no other city that paid all its 
street cc.sts from the general fund. 

The proposed major improve­
ments were for· over-lay on Pine 
Street from East Second to the 
city limits, on East Third from 
Railroad Street to Carlton. and 
from Railroad Street tc. Pine ave­
nue on West First, West Second, 
and West Third. 

Also proposed was widening and 
ove -Ja:·ing East Bower from Me­
r•idian Street to the sale yard, re­
building and oiling West Bower 
from •:V[eridian Street west, repair­
ing and overlaying King Streel 
from East First tc. East Third, ov­
er-lay on West Fifth from Carlton 
to Washington. 

Further discussion will be held 
at the July 5 meeting, but it was 
indicated that the lack of city 
funds would limit this year's stteet 
work to just patch-.io•bs. 

West Eighth problem 
P o 1 i c e Chief Gene Hiner 

brought up for discussic.n the haz­
ards presented by speeding cars 
on West Eighth. from the high 
school to Pine Avenue. 

He proposed that pavement-
umps be installed at the street­

edge of the high school driveway. 
and that a dip be installed on 
West Eighth to help cut down the 
speed and accident-danger. Offic­
ials expressed approval c.f the 
plan. 

Also ap'J)roved for study was 
Chief Hiner's suggestion that the 
city code be amended to permit 
certain cases to be tried at the 
police court, rather than requir­
ing trips in to the justice court at 
Boise. City attorney John Fitzger­
ald was asked to study the plan 
and to. present recommendations 
regar'ding new ordinances or 
amendments. 

Area annexed 
By unanimous vote. the city 

council approved annexation of 
two to three acres near the north 
curve-including the Arden's Com­
munication building, Harold Haz­
en property, Hill's Farm Tire Ser­
vice, Frost Realty, Cc.pe Auto Re­
pair, and Lyon's Courtel. 

The council also approved adopt­
ing the national plumbing code as 
the standards for the city ordi­
nance on plumbing. 

As noted elsewhere on this page, 
the city officials also passed an 
c.rdinance regarding fireworks, 
and approved a new campaign to 
o'btain a traffic light at East First 
(Highway 30) and Idaho Street. 



New ordinance 

Law on public drinking 
goes into effect today 
Meridian's new ordinance, prohibiting drinking of any 

alcoholic beverage at the city park, Meridian Speedway, or oth­
er public place goes into effect this Thursday, June 15. 

The new ordinance appears as a Public Notice on Page 10 
of this issue, as do two other ordinances approved at a special 
meeting of the city council Monday night. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said 
strict enforcement of the new law 
would begin immediately, includ­
ing complete enforcement at the 
races this Saturday night. Persc.ns 
found guilty of violating the ordin­
ance will be subject to a $250 fine 
and/or 30 days in jail. 

!Plumbing, court ordinances 
The other ordinances approved 

!Monday night, and effective with 
their publication in this issue of 
the Meridian Ne<ws.J'fimes, concern 
plumlbing regulations, and the 
handling of certain misdemeanc.r 
cases in the Meridian ,police court. 
,The latter change was made pos­
si'ble when Meridian became a city 
of the first-class under action of 
the 1967 state legislature. 

In ot:her action Monday night, 
the council authorized councilman 
and park comm1ss10ner Marvin 
!Bodine to purchase a new pcwer 
mower. It will replace an old 
mower that has become unusable, 
and whose eontinued repair would 
cost more than the new one. 

Zoning discussion 
Lynn Rogers, director of Ada 

Cc.unty Planning and Zoning Com­
mission, appeared at the council 
meeting to discuss certain zoning 
matters a.ffecting the area-includ­
ing the numbering of houses be-
tween Cloverdale and Meridian. 

ICity officials also approved a 
letter to be sent to the state high­
way department, insisting upon 
the installation of a traffic light 
at East First and Idaho, and point­
ing c.ut the increasing difficulty 
for motorists and pedestrians at­
tempting to cross East First 
(Highway 30) in the downoo:Wn 
section. 
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3MenFace 
Theft Counts 
AtM .d. ltttJ eri iJ~n 

1 MERIDIAN ~ ~hr.le /{en 
'Yere a~rested by Meridian po-j 
!Jee officers Tuesday afternoon 
and charged with second degree 
burglary. 

Jack C. Adams, 50, and 
Charles L. Brown, 47, addresses 
unknow1_1,. and Jess c. Murray, 
50, Mend1an, were arraigned in 

• Ada County Justice Court Tues­
, day. atternoon. Adams waived 
• prehmmary hearing and was or­
s d~red bound over to Fourth Dis-

trict Court. , 
Murray and Brown asked for, 

s atto~neys and their cases were 1 

• contmued to_ 11 a.m. Thursday. 
Al! are bemg held in lieu of 

postmg $500 bond. 
f Adams is accused of entering 

the home of Mrs. c. H. Murray 
121 East State, Meridian, during 
the day of July 1. Murray and 
Brown are accused of aiding in 
the alleged entry of the home. 

Police warn 
bike riders 

MerflJfi/2oli{f J l[f Zarned 
cc.mmunity youngsters that it is 
illegal to ride bicycles on side­
walks, or to ride bicycles after 
dark without lights and reflectors. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said 
that warning notices will be issued 
l>oys or girls, with one copy being 
mailed to the parents. 
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V.F.W. Auxiliary backs community projects :Jct71 e /l,~lf{ 
rection of Mrs. ·Roy Stroup, president of the / MERIDIAN V.F.W. AUXILIARY helps com­

nmnity swimming pool and community ambu­
lance fund, with check for funds raised at 
cooked-food sale. 'Making presentation is Mrs. 
Harold Shelton-to Police Chief Gene Hiner 
for ambulance fund, and to J. D, Petty for 
~wimmi.ng pool. Successful 1,ale was under di-

Meridian V.F.W. Auxiliary. Chief Hiner re-
ported that, as •of Tuesday, the community am-
bulance 'had made ,a total of 37 calls since the 
service was established early in February-for 
an average of about dght calls per month. 

(Creason photo) 

3MenFace 
Theft Counts 
At Merid. ,,trt7 

MERIDIAN ~ ~g,/e ~en/ 
i,yere arrested by Meridian po-/ 
!Jee officers Tuesday afternoon 
and charged with second degree) 
burglary. 

Jack C. Adams, 50 and 
Charles L. Brown, 47, addresses 
unknow1_1,. and Jess C. Murray, 
50, Meridian, were arraigned in 

• Ada County Justice Court Tues­
, day. a!ternoon. Adams waived' 
• prellmmary hearing and was or­
s d~red bound over to Fourth Dis-! 

tnct Court. 
Murray and Brown asked for1 

s atto~neys and their cases were 
• contmued to -11 a.m. Thursday./ 

Al! are bemg held in lieu of 
postmg $500 bond. 

I 
Adams is accused of entering 

t 1e home of Mrs. C. H. Murray 
121 East State, Meridian, during 
the day of July 1. Murray and 
Brown are accused of aiding in 
the alleged entry of the home. 

Police warn 
bike riders 

A-tt~ /a /9'617 
Mericfian/'police / toctay /,varned 

c-c.mmunity youngsters that it is 
illegal to ride bicycles on side­
walks, or to ride bicycles after 
dark without lights and reflectors. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said 
that warning notices will be issued 
boys or girls, with one copy bein" 
mailed to the parents. 
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Meeting held Au/ I 7?? 

Highway official approves 
traffic light in Meridian 
State highway engineer E. L. Mathes said Tuesday that 

he would recommend to the Idaho Board of Highway IJirertors 
that a traffic light be installed in Meridian. 

He said that surveys had shown that traffic in Meridian, 
including "interruption traffic", was nearing the level requirecl 
for installation of a light. 

If approved iby the state board, 
the traffic light would be installed 
at East First (Highway 30) and 
Idaho Avenue. Mr. Mathes sai,d he 
thought the state board would act 
favorably on the matter. 

Officials meet 

an increase in rear-end collisions 
on East First Street. 

Traffic-decrease due 
They alsc. pointed out that, with 

the opening o.f the interstate from 
!Meri•dian to Boise in about a year 
and a half, traffic through Mt!ri-

The highway c.fficial met Tues- dian could be expeClted to drop 
day morning at the Meridian city 40% to 50%. They said that if the 
building with Mayor Don Storey, decrease resulted in a traffic flow 
State Senator John Gaige, and Po- below certain standards, they 
lice Chief Gene Hiner. The state would have no choice but to re 
engineer was accompanied by dis mc.ve the light. They atltled that 
trict engineel' W. W. Sacht. resistance to such removal was in-

The engineers said that surveys evitable, but that by Decembf'r 
had shown the average daily traf- 1968, all signs and lights must con­
fie on East First Street, on a year- form to certain standards fur Ida­
around basis, totalled 6,300 ve- ho to qualify for foderal highway 
hicles. They said that the total funds. 
increased up to 8,500 vehicles per Mr. Sacht said that 1 ecent sur­
day during the th1·ee summer veys showed that there was no 
months. unreasonable delay f01 cross traf-

Under the engineer's propc>.sal, fie in Meridian, with the average 
the city would bear the cost of in- delay being only 10 seconds. He 
stalling poles Ior the light, and said that the cross-traffic was be­
the state would furnish the tr-affic lc.w the r-equired warrant, partic­
light. Mayor Storey said that a ularly pedestrian traffic, and that 
special city-council meeting could the north-south traffic reached the 

f e scheduled immediately to act warrant during only a six-hour per-
n the inatter. iod per day, rather than the pre-

Fixed-time light £erred eight-hour measure. 
'Mr. Mathes said that the traffic School traffic 

light would be one that had been Meridian spokesmen pointed out 
removed from sc.me other place in that the ,pedestrian-traffic picture 
Idaho, and would represent a cost would change 'with the opening of 
to the highway department of schools-With local child1'en crc.ss­
about $2,000. The light would op- ing East First to go west to the 
erate on a .fixe'd-time basis-that grade school and high school, to 
is, changing from red to green at go east to the junior high school. 
certain intervals. They alsio pc.inted out that the 

He said that a traffic-actuated survey had been taken at only 
light-one that remains green on one intersection in Meridian,. not 
the main street until cross-traffic •giving the total picture of all 
actuates a light-change- would cross-traffic in town. They. said 
be ,pre:fera1ble, but that the cc.st of that, if one intersection ha-cl. a 
such a light would be $12,000, trafific light, a majority of all 
with half that cost borne by the such cross•tr'affic would use that 
city. intersection - both vehicles and 

Both engineers pointed out that pedestrians. 
installation of the light may re- The engineers said that the law 
suit _in ncF .tr.afjic f.)rQblelllSJ.IL4alied .far no parking witnia 20 
1Mer,dian. They said it would in- feet of a cross-walk, and said that 
crease traffic delays, as drivers the present parking policy in· Me­
waited fol' the light to change, and ridian increased •danger to cross­
that it would probably result in traffic, particu1arly pedestrians. 

..S.., ~/ • ') I /'7'61) 
Mendtan uses I 

radar control 
Police •Chief Hiner announced 

today that radar is being used in 
Meridian for speed control. 

1Chief Hiner said the units 
would be used particularly in the 
vicinity of the Meridian grade 
school, junior high school, and 
high school. • 

He reminded motorists that 
there is a 35-mile s·peed zc.ne on 
!Cherry Lane in the vicinity of the 
high school, and said citations 
would 'be issued violators. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said 
that applications are now being 
accepted for a patrc.lman on the 
Meridian police :liorce. 

Applications should be made to 
Chid Hiner at the city building. 
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Freight Slices Car in Fatal Meridian Coll.isi.on 

.,.,,,,.....,.., .... 

Nleridian Pair Dies 
When Crack Train 
Rips Auto in Half 

Double Fatalitv Halts School Fete; 
,/ 

Boisean, 21, Survives Smashup 
MERIDIAN - One of the Hein said Miss Link was well­

worst traffic accidents in recent known at the school as a mem­
Meridian history took the lives her of the drill team .. He said, 
of two young persons from Me- in view of the accident, he 
ridian when the car they were didn't feel that the students 
riding in was struck by a fast- would want a homecoming cele­
moving passenger train early bration at this time. The dance 
Saturday morning. may be held next week, but 

Killed instantly were Jo Anne "it's up to the ,5tudents," Hein 
Link, 16, daughter of Mr. and said. 
Mrs. J. R. Link, 428 East State, Tore Car Apart 
and Gordon Cooper, _20, son of The car, which belonged to 
Mr. and Mrs_. _Charhe Cooper, Cooper was struck by a Union 
Route 1, Meridian, !>da County Pacific' passenger train which 
Coroner E. D. P~ns reported. was traveling at SO miles an 

Youth lnJured hour Meridian Police Chief 
in good condition at the Vet- Gen~ Hiner said. The impact 

erans Administration Hospital with the train "tore the car in 
in Boise was John E. Fost~r, half," throwing all three occu-
21, Ustick, who was also riding•pants from the vehicle. 
in the car. A physician at the It was not known who was 
hospital said Foster suffered driving the car, Paris said. 
back injuries. He was taken to The train continued on it-s 
Mercy Hospital in Nampa and course for a mile before it could 
later transferred to the Boise stop, Hiner said. The body of 
hospital. the Cooper youth was found 120 

The tragedy, which occurred feet west of the crossing and 
at ~ :41 a.m. on Hig_hway 30_ n_ear the body of the girl 15 feet west 
Ra1rroad Street_ m Men~1~n, of the crossing, Paris said. Fos­
caused cancellat10n of Meridian ter was found alive near the 
High S~hool's homecoming crossing, he added. 
dance which h_ad been planned After talking to Foster, Me­
for Saturday mght. ridian officers and sheriff's 

High School Principal Augus! deputies were under the impres­
-::::::::::=========::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::==:;:::::======,, sion that there was a fourth per­

son riding in the car at the time 
of the collisinn. The officers 
searched tt-e area c111d fuo~ld 
beneath the train for a body, 
but could find none. 

Friend Leaves Car 
Hiner said there had been a 

fourth youth in the car, but h~ 
wa-s let out prior to the acci­
dent. 

Services for Miss Link and 
Cooper are being arrange_d by 
Robison Chapel of the Ch1111es, 
Meridian. 

The deaths raised the Idaho 
traffic fatality toll for 1967 to 
240, nine above last year. 



Law Enforcement 

Meridian Keeps 
Active Reserve 

By DICK JOHNSON 
MERIDIAN - Although there 

are only two regular officers 
on the Meridian Police Depart­
ment in addition to Police Chief 
Gene Hiner, the chief can call 
on the services of nine other 
men. 

Hiner doesn't like to refer to 
the nine as "auxiliary" mem­
bers either. He prefers the use 
of the term "reserve.'' 

The nine - and Hiner would 
like to bring their number to 12 
- are trained members of the 
Meridian Police Reserve. They 
wear uniforms just like those 
of the full-time police, receive 
training from veteran law en­
forcement officers, including 
members of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and can carry 
the same authority - when on 
duty - as any other police of­
ficer. 

They work regular shifts for 
off-duty police officers, but they 
receive no direct remuneration 
for their efforts. Money they 
would otherwise receive goes 
into a fund for equipmentandun­
iform maintenance. 

The Meridian Police Reserve 
has a meeting once a month to 
organize its working schedule. 
The average member of the 
reserve force works four days a 
month on a regular patrol shift. 

A new man in the reserve, 
Hiner explained, will work on a 
six-month trial period, riding a 
patrol car with a regular officer 
for practical experience. 

The reserves attend court 
hearings, study arrest proced­
ure manuals and take written 
tests on their contents. Law­
yers attend the reserve meet­
ings to aid in clarification of 
laws governing arrests. 

Based on police-population ra­
tios, Meridian's regular police 
force is short one man, but Hiner 
points out that for the same 
amount of money it would take 
to hire and equip a regular, the 
city can have nine reserve po­
licement. 

While Meridian's population 
is 2,146, that figure often more 
than doubles because of auto 
races and other sporting activ­
ities which draw large crowds. 

A regular officer, working 
alone, couldn't patrol these ac­
tivities and keep up with his other 
duties, Hiner points out. 

Hiner believes his reserve 
department helps bring anout 
good· public relations. The re­
serve members come from a 
variety of occupations and have 
children in Meridian schools. 

The reserves, through their 
actual contact with problems 
of law enforcement, are able to 
give knowledgeable responses to 
criticism and to clarify mis• 
understandings which could 
arise, Hiner adds. 

Meridian has had little or no 
increase in crime in the past 
five years and fewer problems 
have arisen concerning juven­
iles. The city has also record­
ed its fifth consecutive Hallow­
een without serious vandalism. 

Hiner's reguiar police offi­
cers are Richard Brumble and 
Alex Winn. 

His reserve roster is com­
posed of Wally Everist as cap­
tain and liaison officer, Charles 
Stuart, Bruce Stuart, Bill Luke, 
Ivan Fisk, Charles Stevens, Ter­
ry Trakel, Lorenzo Howard and 
Lowell Gass. 

' 

POLICE CHIEF Gene Hiner, above, of Meridian, heads a department of two regular patrolmen, 
and he can call on the services of nine trained police reservists when necessary. The Meridian 
Police Reserve , • •• •• • ·• :>f Meridian residents who engage in regular on-the-joo police training 
in the commun , (Staff Photo) 
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Law Enforcement 

Meridian Keeps 
Active Reserve 

By DICK JOHNSON A regular officer, working 
MERIDIAN - Although there alone, couldn't patrol these ac­

are only two regular officers tivities andkeepupwithhisother 
on the Meridian Police Depart- duties, Hiner points out. 
ment in addition to Police Chief Hiner believes his reserve 
Gene Hiner, the chief can call department helps bring about 
on the services of nine other good public relations. The re­
men, serve members come from a 

Hiner doesn't like to refer to variety of occupations and have 
the nine as ''auxiliary" mem- children in Meridian schools. 
bers either. He prefers the use The reserves, through their 
of the term "reserve.'' actual contact with problems 

The nine - and Hiner would of law enforcement, are able to 
like to bring their number to 12 give knowledgeable responsesto 
- are trained members of the criticism and to clarify mis­
Meridian Police Reserve. They understandings which could 
wear uniforms just like those arise, Hiner adds.' 
of the full-time police, receive Meridian has had little or no 
training from veteran law en- increase in crime in the past 
forcement officers, including five years and fewer problems 
members of the Federal Bureau have arisen concerning juven­
of Investigat_i01;1, and can carry iles. The city has also record­
the same authority - when on ed its fifth consecutive Hallow­
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They work regular shifts for cers are Richard Brumble and 
off-duty police officers, but they Alex Winn. 
receive no direct remuneration His reserve roster is com­
for their efforts. Money they posed of Wally Everist as cap­
would otherwise receive goes tain and liaison officer, Charles 
into a fund for equipmentandun-Stuart, Bruce Stuart, Bill Luke, 
iform maintenance. Ivan Fisk, Charles Stevens, Ter-

The Meridian Police Reserv~ ry Trakel, Lorenzo Howard and 
has a meeting once a month to· Lowell Gass. 
organize its working schedule. 
The average member of the 
reserve force works four days a 
month on a regular patrol shift. 

A new man in the reserve, 
Hiner explained, will work on a 
six-month trial period, riding a " 
patrol car with a regular officer 
for practical experience. 

The reserves attend court 
hearings, study arrest proced­
ure manuals and take written 
tests on their contents. Law­
yers attend the reserve meet­
ings to aid in clarification of 
laws governing arrests. 

Based on police-population ra­
tios, Meridian's regular police 
force is short one man, but Hiner 
points out that for the same 
amount of money it would take 
to hire and equip a regular, the 
city can have nine reserve po­
licement. 

While Meridian's population 
is 2,146, that figure often more 
than doubles because of auto 
races and other sporting activ­
ities which draw large crowds. 



Police arrest 
two at Speedway 

T/o
1
~/n £t1e1tr1ts{cd a_t _ 11 

p.m. Sunday in t_he Mer1~1a~ 
Speedway, after a tnp~ed bur"la1 
alarm had brought ofitcers to the 
scene. 

Thcv were .Joseph !Iarms, 18, 
and Norman Jensen. Hl, both of 
T'avcttc. 

~Teridian police officer Charles 
Stuart and a stale patrolman went 
lo the Speedway after the alarm 
was tripped at a concession sta_nd. 
The two men attempted to flee 
e.ver the fence, but were captured 
hy the officers. 

They were charged in :vreridian 
police court with vagrancy, and 
.Judge Herald .J. Cox fine_d them 
$25 each. They arc confined in 
.\1eridian jail in lieu of payme_nt 
of the fine. If the fine is not paid, 
each will serve five days in the 
jail. 

✓a/11 ~ - l:., ff 

Meridi n police 
nab Boise youths 

Police Chief Gene Hiner arrest 
ed two youths in a stolen car New 
Year's Day, on Highway 69 ~bout 
five miles south of :vreridian, af­
ter the sheriffs office had asked 
that the car be intercepted. 

The car had been stolen in 
Boise. The two youths, 14 and 17 
vears old. were also found lo have 
heen invc,.Jved in burglaries of a 
store and service station. Various 
itc•ms had been lakPn, including 
a c.implete ci,garct.tC'-vending ma­
chine from the service station. The 
youths w<'rc 1C'lcasPd to custody 
u.f the Boise police. 

Gun theft listed 
\-\,'hc-n a .\Jeridian youth bought 

a med .22 rifle, he brought it to 
the police station tc. be checked, 
and learned that it had been stol­
en. 

Police arrested 20-year-old Ver­
non Stace of Boise, who was charg­
ed with burglarizing two cabins 
and a store at :.\foCall. He was re­
leased lo custody of the McCall 
police. 

Decoration thieves 
Two 15-vcar-c.Jd bo, s were que~­

tionC'd at \reridian, ~nd admitted 
stealing exterior Christmas decor­
ations from local yards and homes. 
They were released lo the:r par­
ents. 

M-e ,-; dl~ ,,,. 
IVet.A..Jr; r,•.-~,.._ 

/1/o V -

letter 
Mr. Don Stor 
·Meridian, Ida 
Dear Mayor S 

While at the sp 
the City Council at iMcridian re­
cently, I intended to express to 
you and the other council mem­
bers my sincere appreciation for 
the excellent manner your P.olice 
Department, and especially Chief 
Gene Hiner, performed during the 
investigation and at the actual 
scene of the most regrettable 
crossing accident l\n Highway 30 
and the railroad on November 4. 

I found Chief Hiner to be very 
efficient and cooperative. It is my 
sincere ·belief that you can ,be 
proud to have a man of his calibre 
in charge of your Police Depart­
ment. 

Kindest personal regards, 
E. C. Shultz 

UPRR 

Yort\s-surrlnder 
to authorities1 
face charges 

Two Meridian youths - David 
Wynia 18, and a 17-year-old-sur­
rendered themselves Wednesday 
to authorities, and have been 
charged with several armed rob­
beries and burglaries. 

Wynia's parents brought him lo 
•the Meridian police station. and 
the juvenile's parents took him to 
the Ada County sheri,ff's of!'ice. A 
third ye.uth, Dennis Spor, 18, was 
arrested at Twin Falls, and will 
also be charged with armed rob­
•beries and burglaries. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said 
~he local youths would be charged 
with fiwo hold-ups in Nampa, the 
hold-up of a market in BJise, and 
of a laundromat in Salt Lake City. 
Wynia faces tlwo additional charg­
es of service-station hold ups at 
Twin Falls. 

Wynia was arraigned in justice 
court, and the juvenile was put 
into custody of the probate court. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said a 
total of about 18 burglaries in the 
area are included in lhe charges, 
and that other juveniles are be­
lieved to be involved. The burg­
laries included churches, schools, 
the Meridian Tire Co., and others. 



Dogs are major help to law officers 
MERIDIAN 1POLICE demonstrated use of trained 
police-dogs to members of Meridian !Chamber of 
Commerce last !Wednesday noon. From foft--Pa­
trolman Richard Brumble, Jmlding purebred (Rout­
weiler dog; !Chief of !Police ,Gene (Hiner; and Pa­
trolman IAJex Winn, holding purebred ,German 
Shepherd. Police report t,hat dogs are of great 
twlp, 1Partic1il'.ii'ly "°" !ini;:1tit (l.,atrnls, hi ilefffChiug 

buildings for suspected intruders, in guarding ar­
rested persons, and in many other ways •that add 
to the •officer's safety, and to the detection of 
offenders who attempt to escape or hide from 
officers. 1Botih dQgs are about two years old, are 
expertly trained, and are assigned on a perman­
ent basis t,o the respectivt" oifficers. 

(Creason photo) 



Canine 'Policeman' Joins 
Department at Meridian 
To Aid in Night Patrols 

By RAY VANCE 
Statesman Staff Writer 

MERIDIAN - A 75-pound 
German Shepherd "police dog" 
will help insure the peace and 
quiet of Meridian, in nightly pa­
trols with officer Dick Brumble. 

The trained four-footed police 
assistant was purchased from a 
Portland trainer who works 
with numerous police depart­
ments throughout the West, ac­
cording to Meridian Police 
Chief Dick Hiner. 

Helps Handler 
The dog, "Flash" by name, is 

trained to resist any acts of ag­
gression against him or his 
handler, using as much force as 
necessary to control a situa­
tion, Hiner explained. 

Brumble said the dog has 
been patrolling the city with 
him for the past two weeks. He 
explained that even though no 
opportunity to put the animal's 
training to use has arisen, "I'm 
certain Flash is capable of con­
troling the problem." 

When asked why he was cho­
sen to work with the dog, Brum­
ble said, "I like dogs and I vol­
unteered." Officer Brumble ex­
plained that the dog is kept 
with him at all times, and has 
been a constant companion 
since the city acquired him ap­
proximately 30 days ago. 

Surveys Surroundings 
The Portland trainer worked , 

with Brumble for a week to ac­
quaint him with the technique 
of dog handling. Flash will need 
at least 60 days to acquaint 
himself with his new surround­
ings and duties, as well as to 
become used to obeying Brum­
ble's commands. 

Police departments through­
out Treasure Valley 'are watch­
ing the Meridian experiment, 
Hiner said. If the test proves 
successful, o t h e r departments 
have expressed an interest in 
acquiring dogs. 

Flash is very congenial in na­
ture, trained to react only to 
acts of aggression against him­

I self or his trainer, on command, 
the chief emphasized. The city 
would not want to have an ani­
mal that would not tolerate the 
petting of a child or one which 
would be disagreeable with any­
one without cause. 

rammg o 
Brumble compared the train­

ing of Flash with a military pa­
trol dog, trained to patrol a bat­
tle area. He said the animal 
trained for police work is not' 
taught to slash an assailant 
with his teeth, as is a military: 
animal. The dog working with 
police is not trained to kill, but 
to "halt and retain," while mil­
itary dogs are taught to control 
a problem immediately, and a 
viciously as necessary. 

The dog was purchased by the 
Meridian department as a f 
method of crime prevention and 
protection for an officer. The 
dog can enter a building being 
burglarized and flush out in­
truders without exposing the 
police officer to danger. An­
other example, Chief Hiner said, 
is that an officer can patrol the 
alleys of a city and might miss 
a person hiding in a doorway, 
whereas the dog will smell the 
person and "bristle up", alert­
ing the officer to possible dan­
ger, he continued. 

"If Flash works out, the city 
will purchase a second dog for 
the other night patrolman," he 
explained "It costs approximate­
ly $250 a year to feed the ani­
mal. If the city agrees to pur­
chase the other animal it will 
cost from $700 to $900," Hiner 
said. 

Marks 'First' 
"As far as I know, this is the 

first dog to be used in the val­
ley. These animals are every 
effective against prowlers and 
'peeping toms', and serves to 
deter many persons who might 
consider entering, destroying o 
taking another's property," h 
continued. 

An animal of this type can 
considered as another metho 
taken by Jaw enforcement t 
revent crime, as valuable a 

a radio, helicopter or car. The 
city at present is attempting to 
purchase a special padded suit 
for officers who will exercise 
and "wrestle" the dogs during 
training sessions. 

Flash will be introduced to 
City Council members in the 
near future, and the council will 
have an opportunity to watch 
him work, Chief Hiner conclud­
ed. 

Police Solve 
Egg Throwing 
At 4~r-~~ian 

MERIDIA~f - Police Chief 
Gene Hiner said Friday that 
his department has apparently 
solved several house vandal­
isms that have taken place dur­
ing the past month. 

Hiner said two boys, 13 and 
12 were charged with throw­
ing eggs against the sides of 
houses. He said the two boys 
Friday apologized to the owners 
of the homes, and added that 
the parents of the h<?Ys_ were 
also informed of the mc1dents. 

The Meridian police chief 
said his department had re­
ceived several complaints in 
the past month, and that the 
two youths admitted to the eg 
throwing Friday afternoon. 

Hiner said a 14-year-old bo 
has been charged with several 
tire slashing incidents that have 
taken place in the city, an 
after an investigation is com­
pleted he will be referred to 
the Ada County Probate Court 



'fa~e 2 .Yrrirlian, Idaho, New~ TimPs ----------
•• News-Times editorial 

Facts ruin an exciti 
In the Wednesday morning edition of the 

Idaho Daily S'tatesrnan, there was an unsign-
• ed letter in the always-interesting "Action 
Post" column. The letter-writer - "Name 
withheld"-complained about conditions in 
Meridian. 

It was a little shaking to read that: 
"Meridian is running over with hoodlums 
... almost nightly they are tossing rocks 
or eggs at houses ... they pick on widows 
in their 80's . . . The police have been 
called, but they never come ... " 

The Statesman had checked with Meri­
dian's Police Chief Gene Hiner, and gave a 
fair summation of his comments. But, as the 
community newspaper, the Meridian New -
Times felt that further investigation was in 
order. It seemed incredible that, without our 
having heard about it, Meridian's long-stand­
ing reputation for above-average behavior b\ 
its youth had suddenly been wiped out, our 
town was "running over with hoodlums'', and 
our police were refusing to answer calls. 

So we checked, and here are the facts. 
1) During a period of approximately one 

month, there were seven reports made to 
the Meridian police of things being thrown 
at houses-two reports each from two homes, 
and one report each from three other homes. 
Those seven calls are the only ones of record, 
and each of the seven calls was promptly 
ilnswered by the Meridian police. 

2) It took two or three weeks of investi­
gation by the police, including the intervie,, -

1ng o::-19 youths, before the guilty r .,ys were 
apprehended. They were two 1_2-year-olds, 
who admitted guilt for all se·;en incidents. 

3) The boys were taken into custody, 
conferences were held \rith their parents, 
and then Chief Hiner ? ~companied the boys 
to each of the homes involved in the egg­
throwing, where the boys personally apolo­
gized to the residents. The parents gave com­
plete cooperation in that matter, and in set­
ting up rules for future behavior of the two 
boys. All persons involved agreed that the 
situation had been well-handled. 

It's too bad to ruin a dramatic story with 
quiet facts, but either "Name withheld" 
knows of incidents that have never been re­
ported. or the charges made in the letter 
simply were not true. 

None of that reflects upon the States­
man, of course. The "Action Post" feature is 
not only interesting, it is accomplishing many 
tl1mgs for the good of many people. And, as 
in the case of the letter from Meridian, the 
newspaper does check on each situation and 
makes a fair report of what it finds out. 

So those are the facts. Meridian, fortun­
ately, is not "running over with hoodlums" 
... and it is not true that Meridian police 
do not respond to calls. 

We were sure that was the case, but it 
is good to get the truth on record. No com­
munity is perfect, but ours has been above­
average for the attitude and behavior of our 
boys and girls. We hope it stays th t way. 



No alternative found 
Lack of personnel forces 
end of ambulance service 

because 
Monday 

Suspension of the community ambulance service, 
of a lack of operating personnel, was announced at 
night's meeting of the Meridian city council. 

The ambulance service will continue only through next 
Wednesday, February 14. After that, calls must be placed to 
the Idaho Ambulance Service in Boise. 

Ambulance calls to the Boise 
firm should be made on its emer­
gency line - 343-2222. Business 
calls should be placed by calling 
342-2222. 
The decision to end the local 

am'bulance service w:as made Mon- \ 
day night after a l~~gthy di~cus­
sion among city officials, officers 
of the amlbulance group, and offic­
ers of the Meridian rural fire dis-
trict. 

No alternative seen 
It was explained that efforts had 

been made to have the Whitney 
fire district take over the am1bu­
lance service, but that the district 
had decided against it, and no 
other alternative had been found. 

• ''Certainly we would welcome 
any workable plan to continue the 
community ambulance," &aid a 
spokesman. "It has been important 
to our community, and we hate to 
lose it. But there appears to be 

. no practical answer to the prob­
lem.'' 

Reports sh(l!wed that the com­
munity ambulance had made a te.­
tal of 123 runs since the service 
'WlaS started onb year ago. Officials 
said the point had been reached 
where all runs were being made 
by city employees, including Police 
Chief Gene Hiner, city clerk Her­
a,ld Cox, and work superintendent 
Neal Hudson. With two men re­
quired for each amlbulance run, the 

situation resulted in extended ab­
sences of city personnel from their 
regular duty. 

More serious, and with no a,p­
parent answer, volunteer person­
nel were not aVlaihfule for night 
cans, required to maintain the ser­
vice 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. It was agreed that it would 
not be acceptable to operate the 
service on any basis ,other' than 
around-the-clock every day of the 
year. One olificial observed. "Cer­
tainly no one, placing an emerg­
ency call for an ambulance, we-~ld 
,want to be told that the service 
was not in operation except dur­
ing certain hours of certain days." 

Officers present 
Officers of the ambulance group 

include Ray Paek and Don Roberts 
as community representatives; 
Wayne Skiver, representing ttie 
city; Vilbert Sundell,· Walter Teet­
er and Homer Holaday, represent­
in~ the rural fire district. All were 
pr:sent at Monday night's meet-
ing. 

They reported that the ambu• 
lance fund, contributed by com­
munity residents and organizations, 
had originally totalled more than 
$2,000; of which $1,000 was used 
to purchase the ambulance. They 
said that approximately $2,200 had 
since 'been collected for ambulance 
services, which had not quite cov­
ered operating costs. 

Don Robertts, treasurer for the 
ambulance gre.up, said that the 
current balance in the fund was 
$1,017.82, but that some current 
bills were pay,able from that bal• 
ance. 

It was agreed that the money 
would be retained in an interest­
drawing bank account, to be used 
if the ambulance service were re• 
activated or to be useti for some 
other se~ice project a.llProved .bl' 
the community. . . 

It was agreed that ceritam equip­
ment on the ambulance could _be 
used by the city and rural fire 
departments, for the benefit of the 
entire community. The arrrbulan~e 
itself could be used as a trade-in 
for a suitable vehicle to accompany 
fire equipment on !ire ~all~, also 
benefitting the entire d1str1ct. 

. . am, we smcere y regr at 
it is nec~sary to suspend the am­
lbulance service," said a spokes­
man!. "but we have ex:plored every 
possible alternative without suc-
cess. • 

"With two men required for 
each ambulance run, there isn't 
enough revenue to maintain a loc­
al commerdal operation _ and 
,there si~ply is not enough person­
nel avail•able to continue the vol­
unteer service." 

Fees discussed 
~t was re·ported th,at, since the 

B01s~ ambu~ance firm is a com­
mercial operation, its fees will 
necessarily be higher than the vol­
unteer group has been charging 
'I'he community ambulance fee~ 
have been $25 for Boise runs and 
$10 for local runs. ' 

Fees charged by the Idaho Am­
~mlance -~ervice will probalbly be 
m the neigh'borhood of $40 for ,a 
Boise-Meridian run, plus mileage 
cha~~es for longer runs, and small 
add1trnnal charges for such requir­
e? extras as oxygen, first-aid ser­
vice, etc. 

Information regarding the Boise 
~ates may be obtained by telephon­
mg. the I~ahe. Ambulance Service 
on its busmess Iine-342-2222. The 
emergency number, to be used 
only for am'bul,ance C'911 is 343. 
2222. 

Gun Blast 
Nets Arrest 

Of QuJ~~!s ; 
MERIDIANZ,_ TIJ.e accidental p 

discharge of a pistol broke up a vi 
party in Meridian early Mon- s 
day narrowly missed a mother tr 

nd her two daughters in a w 
earby apartment, and brought R 
o\ice action against four per- M 
ons. 
The four arrested at 243 East 

Broadway are scheduled to ap­
pear at 10 a.m. Friday to an­
swer charges of disturbing the 
peace. 

Arrested were Rockford Beck­
er, 24, Gooding; Betty Hill, 18, 
who had rented the apartment; 
Joseph H. Hill, 24, Route 3, Me­
ridian, who is not related to 
Betty Hill; and Robert Pickett, 

: 32, Nampa. si 
The four were arraigned be· 

r fore Police Judge Herald Cox, • 
who released the Hill woman on e 

o her own recognizance to take 
e care of her two small children. 

The three men were each re-
r leased on $100 bond. 

Chief Hiner said a squabble 
apparently erupted at the party, 
and one of the four arrested 
grabbed a gun, which acciden­
tally discparged. 



Bicyclists hurt 
in two-cras9es 

..:) Cfl / I I?. ~ <J 
Three al''ea ooys v/ere h'urt ear-

ly last Thursday morning, Sep- I 
tember 12, in car-bicycle acci­
dents. 

Inj un'd in a bike-car collision 
on Overland Road about a quar­
ter-mile' west o.f Cloverdale were 
Byron E. l:i'reeman ·15, and 
George C. Freeman 13, sons of 
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Free­
man, of Rt. 2, Meridian. Their 
bicycles were struck by a car 
driven by Richard L. Weight, al­
so of Rt. 2, Meridian. The acci-· 
dent happened at 5:38 a.m., and 
the driver said he did not see the 
boys in the darkness. No cita­
tions were issued. 

.,,,..---The two brothers were carried 
on the hood of the ca,r for a short 
distance until the vehicle could 
be stopped. George Freeman suf­
fered a broken left leg, and both 
boys received multiple lacera­
tions. They were hospitalized at 
St. Luke's· for observation of pos­
sible head injuries. 

The other bike-car accident 
happened on Catalpa Drive in 
Boise. Charles Meares, 8, suffer­
ed a broken ieft leg and cuts 
when his bicycle was struck by 
a car driven by Barbara Chase, 
Rt. 2, Meridian. The boy was also 
hospitalized at St. Lukes for ob­
servation of possible head injur­
ies. 

In the accident involving the 
two Freeman brothers there were 
conflicting reports of whether 
the bicycles had adequate light­
ing. 

Without entering into that con­
troversy, Police Chief Gene Hiner 
of Meridian said that any bicyc­
lists riding during hours 'other 
than full daylight would be pick­
ed up if the bicycles did not have 
fully adequate lighting. Upon the 
second such offense, he said, the 
parents would be issued a cita­
tion. 

Chief Hiner added, "We are 
adopting this policy solely for 

1 the protection of the bicyclists 
involved, particularly the young­
sters. No motorist wants to hurt 
anyone, and bicycle-riders ~ave 
the same ,responsibility as drivers 
in abiding by every traffic t·eg­
ulat10n." 

Three in crash 
near high school 
-<: ed' T, 19' 1 r~fl . 

'l'n.re{ high sc!hliol boys were 
treated and released at St. Al­
phonsus hosp it a 1 Wednesday 
morning, following a one-car 
wreck at tllf' ,b,igh ~nool co.rnex 
in Meridian Cherry Lane and 
West 8th Street. 

The driver was Rick L. Rich­
ardson, 16, of Rt. 4, Boise, w11;0 
received some lacerations. His 
passengers, who su [fered bru~ses, 
were Ronald L. Carpenter, 16, of 
1624 Meridian Street; and Bryce 
E. Bronson, 16, of Rt. 1, Meridian. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner said 
that the car had apparently 
swe-rved when brakes were ap­
plied, and had struck a telephone 
pole. 

der .-?~st" we.ek 

about drivers being care•ful about 
k,ids when school opens. 

No1w there's an 01'.ficial re,ason 
why we'd all better be careful. 

Police Chief Gene Hiner an­
nounced noday that the use of ra­
dar units would be resumed, to 
check speeds and violations in 
schoc.l areas and school-cr·ossings, 
effective witJh the opening of 
school next Tuesday. 

I sure agree with Police Clil 
Hiner's edict that bike-riders vio­
lating any traffic law are going 
to be picked up-with second of­
fenses resulting in a citation for 
the parents, if kids are involved. 

~s Gene says, it's not any 
"tough police action" - it's for 
the kids' own sake. To keep 'em 
alive and in one piece. 

Not that it's always kids. Driv­
ing home the other night on 
Highway 30 (which has no-pass­
ing lines a big percentage of the 
way from Meridian to Black Cat) 
I came up to a g,roup ,of three 
or four bicyclists. One of the 
bikes was right out in the middle 
of the traffic lane, at a point 
where it was illegal to go out 
and around, so I slowed down to 
about two miles an hour, and fin­
ally the bike wobbled over to the 
edge of the road. 

As I crept past, I saw it was 
an adult man-with a baby sit­
ting in front of him. Whew-w. 
What if it had been some driver 
who hadn't slowed down . . . or 
what if the bike had wobbled 
back into the path of a passing 
car? 

It wasn't any group of rowdies 
-they we-re all nice-looking peo­

ple-and we're a bike-riding fam­
ily, too. But, boy oh boy, there's 
a time and place for it-

And that doesn't 1nean the 
busy traffic-time on a 60-mile-
an-hour hi!h~ay>Scfi. /J;/f/,, 



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

Gene Hiner 
Chief of Police 
Meridian, Idaho 

Dear J.VIr. Hiner, 

April 19, 1967 

At the Chamber of Commerce meeting of April 19, 1967, 

it was pointed out that the City of Meridian is receiving 

superior police protection as compared to many of the 

surrounding communities. 

Several of the members stated they have been at their place 

of business at various times during the night and always 

there was an officer on hand to check to see what was going 

on. 

We, the members of the l'1eridian Chamber of Cormnerce, greatly 

appreciate this service and wish to commend you and your 

fellow officers for this fine service. 

vu~ 
Vern Ro Alleman 
Sec 1y of N'eridian Chamber of Commerce 

In the heart of Idaho's most prosperous urban-farm-suburban area 

P .JteriJian P 
~HAMBER OF ~OMMERCE 

MERIDIAN, IDAHO 83642 

Gene Hiner 

Chief of Police 

Meridian, Idaho 83642 





With All Good Wishes - --- ...____ ------
(and with apologies to 

Clement Clarke T1oore8 s 
11A Visit from St., Nicholas") 

8 Twas the night before Christmas on Eighth and nearby 
Not a creature was stirring, not even smallfryo 
Neither Mark nor pal Tod were out tryffing their wings 
With a devilish glee on the Keifers 1 yard swings; 
Nor was Hiner ensconced with his radaring eye 
To watch "little old ladies" drive down from the Higho 
Not a boom from the Air Forces sonicked our brains$ 
Nor the mate-seeking calls of the dieseling trainso 
All the Spencers and Hewitts, the Thornes and the Hoyles 
And the Gilberts had ceased their new domicile toilso 
Our neighbors were nestled so snug in their beds 
t:fnile hopes of no earwigs danced through their headso 
And Doc Olive had dreams of spring flowers galore~ 
While I dreamed of my publishers pleading for moreo 

When out in the night there arose such a clatter 
I bounced from my bed to see what was the mattero 
Was Ed Endecott chasing a rascally weed? 
Or Doc .Anderson pulling a tooth gone to seed? 
Was Bob Perkins pep-talking a quintet refrain? 
Perhaps Crawford had cracked up his boy~s model plane? 
Away to the window I flew like a flash 9 

Drew open the drapes and then slid back the sasho 
The light of the moon over creamery stack 
Showed the well-pump of Pipkins again out of wacko 

When what should I hear but a humming dial tone 
From a miniature sleigh in the shape of a phone, 
Uith a little fat driver so lively and gusty 

I knew in a moment it must be Sai::.:.:t ( ?) R11sty! 

I1ore rapid than phone bills his charges they came 
And he whistled and shouted and called them by name: 



"Now Princess! Now Touch Tone! Extension! Wrong Number! 
And Toll Charge ! And Local! Ten Digit! Long Number! 
Keep phoning! Keep phoning! You eight-eight-eights! 
And dial away! Dial away for the old Mountain States!" 

On a telephone pole they came to a stop, 
And sliding his spurs he came down with a plopo 
He waddled with tools from his head to his foot, 
But he carried so careful his bag full of looto 
Then he bored through the wall right into the house! 
If it hadn't been Christmas I'd have called him a louseo 
But he gave me a grin and got right to his work, 
Laid out all the presents, then turned with a jerko 
He sprang to his sleigh and the phone lines took up 
To call all the neighbors on a conference hook up: 

"Ivv.e a message for all, before saying Goodnight'/) 
From the folks in the house with the siding of white, 
From the house on the corner with His and Her doors'/) 
To all you good neighbors, to you and to yourso" 

Then reading by light of the Christmas Eve sky 
He relayed our message to Eighth and nearbyo 

"This has all been in fun, in well-meaning jest 
To acquaintances and friends'/) you're all of the bestn 

9 ':" :1,.a -, "" _; oy living here amid f elks of good cheer~ 
So I-le:r·J.·.f Christmas to all and a Happy New Year!" 

Christmas 1967 

, 
' 



UJIMINOUS SAFETY-TAP,E .FOR BICYCLES is part of a bicycle­
safety project being sponsored by the Idaho State Police in coop­
eration with local police authorities throughout tihe state. In pic­
ture above, Rayme Wilmot !Yf Meridian, kneeling in center front, 
affixes tape to his bicycle, after receiving it from Police !Chief 
Gene Hiner, left. Shown with them are ,Carl Burt of the Driver 
Improvement Division of the Department of Law Enlforcement, 
and Bob M01·an, publi<· information and safety official of the 

Boise ,Police Department. A 1Bicycle Safety 1Rodeo f°f al\ :ea 
outh is being held from ,10 a.m. till 12 noon each Satnr ay a nn 

Krorrison park in Boise. Each participant 1who completes ~ffr:e 
will receive Certificate o'f !Merit and his or her name 'Wt e 
entered in a drawing for a 111ew 1bicycle. _,Aid!ng with s:J'fety irodeo 
are Explorer Scouts of Post 76. All b1cychsts. of this area are 
invited to take part-and are also urged to obtain free sa,fety-tape 
Crom Meridian police. _______ _ 



~f 1?.t~~trP.lt .. " 
Club and Ca fp of MNidi, n was 
reported by owner Orville Vin­
cent to Meridian chief of police 
Gene Hiner. 

The fro·nt door lock was dis­
covered broken early last Mon­
day morning, September 16. List­
ed as missing are about 70 worth 
of men's and women's watches, 
cartons of cigarettes and 14 bu­
tane cigarette lighters. The safe 
was opened to gain access to a 
personal coin collection worth 
$300. Cash missing from the safe, 
rash registers and juke box was 
estimated at $240. 

ee s a 
as bulb snatch 

If a boy comes to your door 
with a handful of Christmas 
light bulbs and an apology for 
stealing them, he will be one of 
three youngsters apprehended 
last week by Police Chief Gene 
Hiner with a basketful of 
colored bulbs, taken from 
decorations outside Meridian 
homes. 

One of the boys was 12 
years old and the other two 
were 13. Chief Hiner said the 
boys had "quite a few" of the 
bulbs intheir possession and 
admitted to having broken 
quite a few more "just to hear 
them pop". 

Hiner contacted the parents 
of the boys and after talks with 
them, the youngsters were 
ordered to return the bulbs 
they had not broken and to 
apologize to each person from 
whom they had taken bulbs. 



.. UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY 

G. R. SHIDELER 
CHIEF' SPECIAL AGENT 

Mr. Gene Hiner 
Chief of Police 
Meridian, Idaho 83642 

Dear Mr. Hiner: 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102 

September 27, 1968 

I wish to take this opportunity to express our gratitude for 

your assistance in the protection of the Union Pacific Special Trains on 

the 17th of September. 

I am attaching a copy of a letter dated September 19, 1968 

from our President, Mr. E. H. Bailey, in which he expresses his thanks 

for a job well-doneo 

cc: Mr. Donald M. Storey 
Mayor, City of Meridian 
502 East First Street 
Meridian, Idaho 83642 

Sincerely, 



SPECIAL BULLETIN 

Omaha - September 19, 1968 

TO ALL DEPARTMENTS: 

(CC - Mr. J. c. Kenefick Mr. J. Hansink 
Mr. R. F. Pettigrew Mr. c. o. Jett 
Mr. R. B. Johnson Mr. c. D. Mayer 
Mr. R. M. Brown Mr. G. R. Shideler 
Mr. D. s. Neuhart Mr. c. w. Shaffer ) 

Some few months ago we were called upon to operate 
two special passenger trains in connection with the celebra­
tion of the 150th Anniversary of Brown Brothers Harriman Bank 
from Seattle to Sun Valley, departing Seattle September 17th. 

In cooperation with the staff of Brown Brothers 
Harriman people, plans were formulated for this movement. 
Having been invited as guests, Mrs. Bailey and I were privi­
leged to witness a superb performance in the operation of 
these two very special trains. 

Mr. E. Roland Harriman, Mr. Frank E. Barnett and 
Mr. Robert A. Lovett have nothing but praise for the outstand­
ing performance, and asked that I extend their appreciation 
for a job well done. 

From the very moment the guests entered the Seattle 
station to the final stop at Ketchum, I heard nothing but 
praise of our service. The equipment was in tip-top shape, 
as well as the track. The performance of officers and em­
ployes alike, I confess, was most outstanding. The smooth 
train handling was the topic of conversation throughout the 
day. 

The performance of the DC&H employes on the trains 
left nothing to be desired. The cooperation extended to us 
by the state, county and city law enforcement officers was 
most remarkable and speaks well of our standing in the various 
communities. 

Your talent as railroaders was certainly on display 
to an outstanding audience -- I salute each and every one of 
you1 

E. H. BAILEY 



POOT .MEETil~G 

AMERICAN LmION NEhSLET.TER 
LLOYD Eo llUTCHESON POST #llJ 

MER.!DIAN, IDAHO 

The next Post Meeting will be Tuesday night, May. 160 Eotluok at 7a.301:1"i.-[, 
maeting at 81000 This will be the last potluck of the aegson, not again untiJ. 
September meetingo During June, July, and A~ust refreshments are served afte1• 
the meeting. 

This is an .D,4PORTANT MEETING. It is election of officers for the coming 
1967...68 season. The nominating com:ni·liteea George Juddi.i chairman; Jack C?•euson, 
and Herley 11ilson will do the:tr utmost to present a top slate ot candidates and 
recommendations., Nomimtion.'3 may also be made fr.om .the floor. 1',e have .bad a 
.fine year under the leadership of Commander Irwin Ewingo Come out and help 
us pick the right people for another year. • 

NOTE,,IIEMORIAL DAY . 
It is nearly· time for our annual Joint Memorial Day Serv;.ces ·with the VFWo 
These will be at the Meridian Cemetery Tuesday, M,ay JO, at 11,00& 0 

All who can please be at the Legion Hall by l.O&OOA.M to get organized and be • 
ready to perform. Herald Cox is arranging the programo 

At the close of ·the Civil dar, a group oB women in Columbus, Misso honored 
both Confederate and Union dead by placing £lowers on their graveso y·lhen the ne11ws 
oi this act of compassion reached the North, it helped to heal the recent wounds 
the young nation had su.fferedo 

The greatest impetus for setting aside the holiday which bas become known as 
Memorial Day or Decoration Day was given in 1868 by Gen. John Ao Logan,_ national 
commander of the Gran4 Army of the Republico He issued his historic order to all 
chapters to set. aside illay 30 as a day for decorating the graves o£ the heroio deudo 

This sacred duty is now the obligation of ever,; American Le~ion Posto Our 
Post puts flags on the graves of all vet~runs in our atea cemeterieso 
wie bought a gross of 1211 X 1811 flags this year ·t;o take care of the additiom.l needso 

DISTRICT CONVENTION 
Capitol Post Noc l,'36 will host the le.st Third District Convention during the 
current Legion yearo The Ji.eating will start at 2aOOPM May 20 (Saturday) at 
John Regan Noe 2 in Boi.seo Elections of officers for the coming yea.ro 

~ACKASS ROUNDUP 
We now have u pm Post membership for 1966=67 ot 175, including one transfero 
Department Commander Chet lloyd thanks everyone who helped IJ'.1£.\ke the Jackass 
Roundup a big success o They took in 622 curds on the trip and about 100 more 
were rr~iled in .from Posts the~ didn 3t see. They were met by about .3uo people 
on the 2,200 mile jaunt. They were on all the TV outlets in ~ha state, nearly all 
Idaho radio stations and some national 1 .. rograms, and in pract.ically ever-;- paper 
in the state as 1uell as some out of t.ne stateo • Commander Chet• who rode one 
Jackass and led another ( VJ...,s that Lou?) and George otters on of Haberman" the 
brahma btU.l rider, the 3 of them, aver-clged 20 and l/2 hours daily for six dayso 

IN MRiORIAM==ll211IL A. BIACKi.10RE 
Legion.Daires throughout the world were shocked and saddened to learn of the sudden 
death on April 21 of National Adjutant Emil Ao Blaclanoreo· 11Blackie" \'Vas 49 yea.rs 
old and a navy veteran of iJorld ~var II. Burial w;..s in ,,ashington .Park North Cemetery 
at Indianapolis, which is Legion Head.~uarters, on April 250 National Commander 
John E. Davis and National Auxiliary .President Gen ~un., led a large delgation in 
attendanoee Arter years of service to the Legion in his home state of i·,yoming, Ilh-o 
Blackmore uas apl'()inted Assistant l1Satioml Adjutant in January of 19530 He <v~as 
named the chief administrative officer of the American LeGion July l, 19560 . 

One of our members, Kermit Scarborough, was a personal friend of t.b.u 
great gentleman when they lived in iJyomingo 

CHARTER ii1.e.MB.:.R PA,;,,S.&:> 
Le Frank Jolley, 76, 1,323 &st First, ::ieridian,, passed away Friday, March ,318 

at a Boise hospital. Services were conducted at - Robison Chapel of the 
Chimes by the Revo li.'verett Berrey of the Ustick Baptist Church. Interment v;as at 
the Meridian Cemetery. He was a charter member of the Post and a long-time 
faithful workero His la.st job of note VJas that of Meridian l)ostmastero 

POLICE A~iABD • 
le.st year on the Memorial Day w.;;..ekend, I presented Congressional 1.\edal of Honor 

-hero-Major Bernie Fisher a plaque from -the-(l'omrnunity of--Meridiano 'fhis was at 
the Meridian race traoko At our Legion birthday party this year, our post 
presented an award in another tJpe o.f war, of which I was just as proud. 
National Cotunander Da.vis8 pet proJect this yec.r vw.s honoring our nation•s 
policemen, and getting them into the perspective they so richly deserve. Cor.:mander 
Irwin l!.wing presented a Certificate of Acldevement to Police Chief Gene Do Hiner, 
with Police Commissioner i~a.yne Skiver there to as.;isto Gene heads, the Meridian 
police force, as well as eleven Auxiliary policemen .. The Meridian police, as 
well as their regular duties, also handle all fire and ambulance callso Gene 
is an excellent police officer and ·a fine mano Our oongra tuJ.a tions and support 
are behind Gene and all the police forceso 
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